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INTRODUCTION

In the summer of 19B2H. Bennett, an Elder for many years,
showed me a cardboard box containing old financial records and notes written
by members of the early church. The documents created a desire in me to
record them into a permanent ohistor

For many years the financial affairs of the church were managed by
Brother Bennett. The old records were important to him. Only after |
assured him that the box would be returned intact was | permitted to bring
them home with me.

The project begathweal. All available hours that fall and winter
were devoted to copying the documents. The typing was finished in the early
spring of 1963, and the box returned to the owner. Trips were made to the
Courthouse to search for property deeds; maratioas\eztsl with older
members of the church; bulletins and other items collected for the book.

Time passed, the zeal diminished with the pressures of life; the
collection of papers were stored in a new cardboard box. An occasional item
was added durthg passing years with the thought that someday the project
would be completed.

In the summer of 1983, Ed Monroe told me that some young people of
his class had expressed interest in the establishment of our congregation. The
box was removed from ltiedf.s The time had come to finish something
begun twentyne short years ago!

We trust the youth will appreciate their heritage. The history has been
prepared for them. May they keep the light burning brightly!



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONGREGATION

On a warm May day in 1920, a group of men were gathered in the
Jackson Street church of Christ, Albany, Alabama. This occasion was a
normal business meeting for these men. However, it was an important
meeting for the people of Hartselle, AL. J. Rdtteyifister of the
Jackson Street church of Christ, discussed a planned protracted meeting for
Hartselle. Brother Ezell told the men that he was considering the use of the
church of God in Hartselle. A hearing from the church of God was pending.
He sid they would pay a stipulated amount, with the privilege of holding
other protracted meetings or services in the building.

Consideration of who would do the preaching was discussed. Brother
Wilson suggested that Ezell should be the main spes@natatated
and engaged to assist Brother Ezell. This was May 9, 1920.

Sometime between May 9 and the latter part of June, the decision was
make to use a tent for the protracted meeting. The tent was erected and the
meeting begun. John T Lewisystenirom Nashville, TN., assisted
Brother Ezell during the first two weeks. When Lewis left, C.M. Pullias
came to work with Ezell. The meeting continued for two more weeks.

At the end of the meltthg meeting some seventeen souls began
worship togeer.

On July 19, 1920, the Jackson Street church gave J. Pettey Ezell
twenty dollars for the Hartselle work.

Handwritten notes by members of the early church describe the start
of the small congregation. These notes have been numbered tb set them apa
from comments by the writer. These were typed in the same format,
spelling, etc. that the writer used. We have no way to determine the date
most were written or the individual who did the writing. We believe Mrs.
C.O. Speegle penned the first reatedeeher name appeared on Note 2,
and the writing was similar.



Note 1

Record of Organization of First
Church of Christ, Hartselle, AL

During the months of June and July in the year of 1920 A.D., J. Petty Ezell,
C. M. Pullias and John T. Lewis, conduietgdneeting of the then vacant
lot across the street, west, from the L&N R.R. Depot.

As a result of this meeting the Firs
organized on July 17, 1920, A.D., with the following persons as:

Charter Members

Mrs.Kate Morrison Mr. John L. Schnabel
Miss Johnnie Morrison Mrs. John L. Schnabel
Mrs. Lena McClanahan Mr. Neill
Mrs. Georgie Bryant Mrs. Neill
Mrs. Della Crutchfield Mrs. Etna E. Speigle
Miss Marie Crutchfield Miss Mary Edith Speigle
Mrs. Lucy Hartselle Mr. Sneed
Mrs. Alice Kent Mrs. Sneed

Mrs. Collins

End of Note
Note 2

As a mark of the love and respect which the members of the Church of Christ
located in Hartselle, AL, entertain for those brethren who worked so
faithtilly to organize said chwehits members desire and do set for the

this fact in our record. We note the fact that in the latter part of June 1920
A.D., brethren J. Petty Ezell and John T. Lewis, erected a tent near the
center of town and preacheddngecutive weeks the Word of Life and

when Bro. John T. Lewis had to go to another field, Bro. C. M. Pullias took
his place and labored with Bro. Ezell for about two weeKs1&2Iuly 17

A.D. As a result of their labor we a Church of Christ vgmsthalgl. o

We thank God for their work here and humbly ask Him to bless them in all
their labor in their Masters Field.

In Christian Love Miss Johnnie Morrison
ATTEST Mrs. Etna E. Speegle
End of Note



Note 3
1920, 17of July In the Name of Gaahen.

On the 1%7of July 1920 A.D. at a meeting held in the building erected for the
use of a Church of CBnisthred. Petty Ezell and C. M. Pullias invites all

those of the order and faith of the church of Christ to unite for the purpose of
worshi@an extend His Kingdom in and around the town of Hartselle,
Alabama.

The following persons responded were duly organized and authorized to
conduct such service only as is set forth in the Word of God. SS

John Schnabel Mrs. Lena McClanahan
Mrs. JohBchnabel Mrs. Lon Crutchfield
Mrs. Kate Morrison Miss Marie Crutchfield
Mrs. Georgie Bryant Miss Lucy Hartselle
Mrs. Etna E. Speigle Mrs. Alice Kent
Miss Mary E. Speigle Mrs. Sneed

End of Note

Note 3 used t he gt errmecdlealdédd biurt titse
17". The deed for the property recorded the purchase date 2821uly 31
The building was completed in late September 1920.

We talked with several people to learn where the group met between
July and October. Mrsai? Monroe recalled passing the building site on her
way to school. She said the group met across the street from the church
property. Mrs. Kate B. Morrison lived in the house and provided rooms for
visitors in the Hartselle area. We believe MsarMarria boarding
house.

Elizabeth Slate, daughter of Mrs. Lon Crutchfield, said Mrs. Morrison
moved furniture from the living room and used cane bottomed chairs for the
services. Elizabeth recalled, ol di
MotherThe chairs were very uncomfortabl

Ot hers told othey metdé across the
house became the home of Mrs. Pearle Compton. The old house still stands
today. The picture is a recent one.



First Meeting Place
Church of Christ
Julyd September 1920

During a business meeting of the Jackson Street church of Christ on
August 18, 1920, J. Pettey Ezell reported that Five Hundred dollars was
owed for the Hartselle work. A Mr. Pulias tbeer@mbers, suggested
and immediate payment of One Hundred dollars. The group approved the
payment.

The Jackson Street records made no further mention of the Hartselle
work. We do not know when or how the remaining indebtedness was paid.

On July 311,920, Mr. M.D. Clemons and wife Eugenia Clemons
deeded property for the price of Eight Hundred Fifty dollars, to J. Pettey
Ezell and J. L. Schnable, trustees of the church of Christ. The property was
located on the corner of Rock and Hammett Sieded s found in
Book 272, Page 365, Probate Office, Morgan County Courthouse.

Mrs. Pearle Compton, a faithful member of the church, said Otto
Speegle assumed responsibility for construction of the small building. Miss
Cordie Self, also a faithfullvee, told me the building was constructed
with voluntary labor. Her father, who worshipped with the Union
congregation, helped with the work.

No financial records for this period were located. The cost of the
building, or who financed it, is unkndlagminutes of the business



meetings of the Jackson Binereh (that later became Grant Street), made
no further mention of the indebtedness, purchase of land, or other expenses
for the Hartselle work.

We believe that Grant Street did help witiidheyb We know
that some men from Grant Street preached here in the twenties. Elizabeth
Slate said that some of the men helped construct the building. She recalled
one young man fell from the structure and was injured. The man stayed in
the home ofsl Crutchfield until he was well enough to be moved to his
home in Decatur.

ChurclofChri¢
Oct1920 Nov1947

This small building left much to be desired from -@ayodern
worldly, point of view.

The location was inconvenient, with little, if any parédeyvepa
for wagons. The only heat in winter months came ftaumnengostiove.
The lighting was provided by one ceiling light. There were no separate class
rooms, no carpet, no water foundation, no modern bath rooms and no PA
system. They hadmaonditioning the members had to bring their own
hand fans!

Ed Monroe recalled the discomfort of walking across the ground
covered with small prickly cones of the sweet or black gum trees, especially
with bare feet.

There is no douithis smalland of Christians were just as proud of
this small building as we are of our present structure! Of a certainty, the
poverty had no bearing on their worship to God.



J. PETTEY EZELL

18851934

J. Pettey Ezell, resqble for the establishment of our congregation,
was known by some of his friends as
many meetings in many cities.

An article appearing in the October 1981 issue of The World
Evangelist revealed the facts ofrhlyideath in May, 1934, at the age of
49.

The article, written by The Editor, Basil Overton, stated that Brother
Ezell traveled by train from Nashville to Cookesville Tennessee, to baptize an
elderly man. He had just finished a series of sernumesday\ggening
at the Lawrence Avenue church in Nashville. At the Wednesday evening
service he spoke concerning the beauties and blessings of Heaven. At the end
of the service he gave T. C. Wilcox, the regular minister, his bible with the
statememt ghdymeed itod.



On Thursday afternoon, J. Pettey
in Cookesville to return to Nashville. Outside the city limits the bus skidded
in a rain stordone side of the bus hit the ground. Five people were injured
and onman, J. Pettey Ezell was killed. His skull wa$ twe sl
instantly.

The article stated his daughter, Sister Charlotte Dill said she
remembelser father as an avid fisherman. Brother Overton said he was also
a fisher of men. (Mark 1:17)

Mrs Louise Sivley said her Uncle made very little money preaching.
While he was in Decatur, he was often paid with items of food. He loved the
people of Decatur and would often take a morning stroll along Second
Avenue, greeting friends. The store alengrthe way expressed their
love for Brother Ezell with gifts of suits and other clothing.

J. Pettey Ezell, borned at Rogersville, Alabama, January 2, 1885.
Killed in a bus accident, May 10, 1934. He was noted for the many people he
converted to Csti We indartsellshould remember him for establishing
our congregation.

E



Bits and pieces of information had been recorded about the
member ship during the 192008s. Appar
the came into the church. Later other dateedi@e®wn by the names.
We have no idea if this is an accurate record.

Mrs. Della Crutchfield Main St Christian Jul 20,

Marie Crutchfield by statement

E. A. Crutchfield

Mrs. Georgie (T. A.) Bryant July 17, 1920 froi 1
Christian

Mrs. Kag Morrison from 2 Christian July

Miss Johnnie Morrison 17, 1920

Mrs. Lena McClanahan 1*' Christian July 17, 1920
later returned to Christian

Mr. and Mrs. Neill By statement to J. P. Ezell
Juy 1¥dmoved to Bdham

Mr. and Mrs..O. Speegle July 17, 1920, fro\ 1

Miss Mary E. Speegle Christian

Mr. and Mrs. Sneed by statement July 17, 1920

Mr. & Mrs. J.L. Schnable by statement from Albany

July 17, 192bmoved to
Decatur May 1931

Mr. Marion Clements 1% Christian Oct 1920

Mrs. Marion Clements 1 Christian Oct 1920 (died
1925)

J. C. Dixon, Falkville by statement 1921

Mrs. J.C. Dixon

Matt K. Mahan 1% Christian August 1921
by C.M. Pullias

Floyd Pence from Union Grovmaptzed by

Mrs. Floyd Pence Bro Fanning 1931

Floyd Jr.

Mrs. Mildred Shaw by statement from Lynchburg,

Tenn., May 1922



Mr. and Mrs. W.O. Norton

H. K. Blizzar
Mrs. H.K. (Maud) Blizzard
Oliver, Wallace and Ruth

Mrs. Oscar Belew

Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Cagle
Guy Cagle
Verna Cagle

Mrs. R.J. Thompson
Mrs. Edward (Mary Lydia)

Mr. & Mrs. G.W. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Leldon Martin
Mr. & Mrs. R.M. McMullen
Olis Bailey

Mrs. Olis Bailey
Mrs. Annie Bailey

Miss Freda Bailey
Wilford Bailey

Mr. and Mrs. Luther Gregory

Mrs. Roberta Compton
Mrs. Pede Compton
Doris Compton

Mr. and Mrs. Beard
Tom Pettit

Mrs. Tom Pettit (Ada)
Gladys

from Nashville by statement

July 1928 moved to Bay
Minette to preach

from Aldridge Grove Feb 1924

Ruth married Corbin Templeton
October 12, 1928 and moved to

Akron, Ohio

from Main St Christian Aug
1923 returned to Christian

from MtHopeSun Feb

baptized Aug 1924
baptized Sep 1925

from Union Grove March 1924

from Union Grove Feb 1924

baptized 1925
by statement 1928

from Union Growedeceased
Jan 29, 1931

from Union Grovemoved to
Auburn, AL

from Union Grovedeceased

baptism by Bro Farris Aug 1921
baptism by Bro Farris Alfg 14

193109 moved to Auburn
from Melrosd,enn1926

baptism by Bro Norton 1926

baptized at Mt Olive 1914

baptism Bro Léenoved to FL
Baptism by W. C. Norton 1926

from Union by statement

(baptized in Ark by Joe Blue

in 1912)
bapized by Bro. Peek 1938

baptism 1921 by Whaley from

Union Grove

024



Eva Pettit baptized 1925

Roberta and Rowena baptized 1926

Marie baptized by Farrish, Aug 16, 1931
Mildred

Mr. Guthrie Pettit baptized 1938

Mrs. Velma Pettit baptized 1938

We learned from a newspaper article that Matt K. Mahan was seventy
nine years old when he was converted.

One interesting observaimrh e n W. O. Norton o0came
from Nashvill ed, oupefpes@es preaching fo

Mrs. Mildred Shaw was the Grandmother of Eva Lee Shaw Baggett.
She moved to Alabama from Tennessee, to care for the Shaw children when
their Mother died. Eva Lee remembers that her Grandmother bought two
Pewter cups to use during tikd® Supper . She al so re
there would only be one or two men at the service; they were not members
or would not serve the Lordds tabl e.
Mrs. Shaw would serve the Lordos Sup

Mrs. Mildred Shaw an
Granddaughter, Miss |
Lee Shaw, on the left.
The other young lady |
cousin, we think.




J.C. Dixon moved from Hartselle to California. At one time he was a
professor at Pepperdine College. J.C. Dixon died in 1982.

Note 4
Members Who Have Not Taken Membership

April E 1924
Mrs. M.E. McAnally Mr. & Mrs. Ed&nell
Mrs. Lula May Neal Mr. and Mrs. Snider
Mrs. Courdie Campbell Mr. T.E. Shaw
Mrs. Cluster Key Mr. M.K. Mahan
Mrs. Flora Chunn Mr. W.B. Yates
Mrs. Drinkard Mr. Chunn
Mrs. G.W. Williams Mr. Waddell
Mr. & Mrs. F.E. Pense Mrs. Jerome Bsell
Mr. & Mrs. Newt Miss Verona Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Clemons Mr. & Mrs. Luster Proctor

End of Note

When Note 4 is compared with the first membership list, we find
conflicting dat a. The term oOomembero
ap@rently tried to say these people came regularly but had no public response
to an invitation.

Matt K. Mahan, known to the town people and his friends as
oCaptaino, was a Civil War Veteran.
building. Years followirggdeath, members still referred to the one chair as
oCaptain Mahands. o

Many of us today remember Mr. and Mrs. Pense. Mr. Pense served as
Mayor of Hartselle in the thirties. Mrs. Pense was a faithful member when
we moved to Hartselle.

Mr. and Mrs. Ister Proctor were the parents of Dee Proctor. E.
Lester Proctor, known to his friends
Georgia. Dee does not know the year his father was baptized but believes he
was converted prior to the family move to Alabama.

De= remembers attending worship services with his father in the
Rock/Hammett Street building. Dee told me he is proud that his father took
the leadership in taking him to worship. In those days most men stayed home
whil e the wiveshutrocohké .t hebDere cahlislod rfeene |
was a deterrent in the early growth of the church. Many lived in rural areas
with no convenient transportation. We know that many had to walk or travel
by wagon or in a buggyextreme heat or cold, heavy ransverthe



attendance was poor. Some members today suffer frondweatheritis
difference is at least one car is available to every family.

W.O. NORTON AND WIFE, ELSIE EDITH

The W.O. Norton family arrived in Hartsé®2# in a new Model
A. Ford!

W. O. Norton was borned in Marion County, Alabama, on May 7,
1893. He grew to manhood in rural Lawrence County, AL. He was baptized
at the age of seventeen by C.A. Wheeler, a pioneer of North Alabama.

Brother Norton mEtsie Edith Sims, while attending high school in
Moulton. They were married on April 10, 1915.

W.O. Norton moved his wife and son to Nashville, TN, to further his
education. He had no steady income but managed to finish two years of high
school and twears of college at David Lipscomb College. When he
graduated from college, A.M. Burton, founder of Life and Casualty Insurance
Company and a renowned philanthropist, presented Brother Norton with a
brand new Model A. Ford.



A horse or mule wasthd oy odri vingd experienc

salesman took W.O. Norton for a test drive aroundthis Grtly formal

driving lesson! Elsie, their daughter told me that her Mother was always
nervous while traveling in a buggy or wagon and even ineocarsoShe

often had Brother Norton stop the car, take her small children and walk up a
hill or around sharp curves!

Brother Norton preached in Hartselle, Union and Union Grove. To
help provide for his growing family, he taught school and wsé@d in a
furniture store. Years later he loved relating stories of his early ministry,
especially about his travels over deeply rutted, often muddy, roads to teach in
the Collins School House, located some five miles west of town.

In 1952, Brother Nortortureed to Hartselle. He preached in
Morgan County until he became unable to work. He lived in Decatur until
his death on April 25, 1963. His beloved wife died on February 18, 1981.

Brother and Sister Norton devoted their life to teaching and preaching
They worked at Dasher Bible School near Valdosta, Georgia; Alabama
Christian College; helped in establishing Christian Home and Bible School in
Mount Dora, Florida and preached in areas of Bay Minette, Mobile and
Cullman.

W.O. and Elsie Norton wereod¢ Christians and avid supports of
education!



Note 5
Record of Meetings

The following is a record of the meetings held and pastors employed to the
best of my knowledge and information | can gather for the years mentioned.
No record having been kegetare liable to be mistakes.

The first service was held in the oC
October 1920.

October 1920  J. Petty Ezell held a meeting resulting in 4 added from the
First ChristiahMr. and Mrs. Marion Clements, E.A.
Crutchfield and C.O. Spiegle.

1921 C.M. Pullias held meeting in August. Resulting with M.K.
Mahan from First Christian.

1922 J.C. Dixon served church as Pastobépt. 1921 to May
1922.

1923 W.O. Norton served as Pastor from 1923 to 1926 with
several additions.

1924 Rev. Creel held a meeting.

1925 W.O. Norton pastor

1926 W.O. Norton pastor

1927 B.F. Moody pastor

1928 B.F. Moody pastor

1929 B.F. Moodpastor

1930 Chester Honeycutt pastor

1931 Meeting held in August by Robert Farris. 5 added by
confession and baptism.

1931 Meeting held in September by Floyd Fanning resulting in 1
added by confession and baptism.

1932 Meeting held in June bydHf@nning, resulting in 1 from
Methodist.

Church is greatly encouraged and hoping for better service.
(Mrs. COS)

End of Note



Note 5 was the | ast one found in t
may surprise some of you; however, one museremeigroup were
babes in Christ. The Apostle Paul would way such as have need of milk, and
not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of
righteousness: for he is a babe.

We are thankful for the foresight of MrsS@e@gle. No doubt she
was responsible for the five notes found in the box. Her short transcripts
provided us with a brief look at the early church. Without them we would
have little, if any, knowledge of our earthly foundation.



THE DEPRESSED THIRTIES

The E.H. Bennett family moved to Hartselle from Owens Cross Road
in 1930. The financial records of the church began in 1930, so we assume
Brother Bennett became the treasurer within the same year. The recorded
data assures the reader that this mameasihe records in a manner that
none could question.

In 1962, the financial data was typed on notebook paper. The records
were too voluminous to include in this book. They have been placed in the
church library.

The old newspapers on file Hittiselle Enquirer date back to
January 1930. These provided some information about the church and its
members.

This chapter contains interestinthly expenditures and some social
news about some of the members. We may gain some insifght into the ef
this small group put forth to stay alive from the financial records.

To help the young people understar
statement of the national economy has been included.

In 1932, onfurth of our nations labor force was j@uess.1400
banks had failed. Remember, we had to social security or other programs to
aid the unemployed or the poor! When Franklin D. Roosevelt became
President in 1932, conditions became worse. In March 1933, the bottom
dropped completely. Now, stimeillion were earning Rstarvation
wages the balance unemployed. Mr. Roosevelt closed the rest of the
nati onds banks, while their solvency

Families that lived near the main highways will recall the frequent
knocks upon their doopégple begging for food. People walked from
stateo-state searching for work. | recall one beggar at our door was asked to
cut wood for our stove. He was asked to fill the box while Mother prepared
his food. Hours following his departure, we eishewvart only enough
pieces to cover the top of the bin making it appear full. Mother said he would
reap a just reward! We still have people who expect food for no work. The
Apostle Paul recorded that if any would not work, neither should he eat. (Il
Th 3:10)

My memories made the church financial records most interesting and
meaningful. You may have similar memories as you review them. The
contribution reflects love for the Lord and His church! Some may have truly
given the widowds mite.,.



1930

In reasury 1 January 1930 $45.07
Average contribution per month 17.00
Low collection on 2 March 1.45
High collection on 13 April 8.19

In treasury 31 December 1930 16.30

Expenses for the entire year:

Chester Hunnicutt January $20.00
Feb thru Jul 15.00 per month
J.G. Whitaker 16 June 5.00
Sept thru Dec 10.00 per month
Ala Power Company Jan thru Dec .80 per month
Gospel Advocate March 4.88
December 10.82
Speake Hardware Co 2 June 11.40
Juy 3.50 for paint brush
August 1.00
Stanley Bates & brotheduly 1.75 mowing yard
Given Miss Bailey July 5.01
Olis Bailey December 10.00
Ala Cotton & Grain Co December 2.15

Hunnicutt and Whitaker were minisiésy preached once or twice
a month. On the Sundays that no preacher came, the group had Sunday
School and the Lordds Supper.

We believe the December expenditure to Ala Cotton and Grain was
for coal. The building had a coal burning stove.

1931
Intreasury 1 January 1931 $16.30
Average contribution per month 16.93
Low collection on 25 January 1.02
High collection on 27 Sept. 8.61

In treasury 31 December 1931 47.91

Expenses for this year included Brother Dixon $5.00ak&. Whi
$10.00; Brother Farrish in August $25.00; Brother Fanning in October
$50.00; a light bulb .25; Mowing lawn.&®per month to Alabama
Power Company and flowers for Bailey in JanuaryGuispiebAdvocate
for S. S. books and literature $29.74.



In February 1931, and entry was made of cast$@8.ban€ash
in F'National Bani6.30. On March 3, 1931, deposited in Hartselle bank
- $23.51.

In December 1931 a 20% dividend*fmfi 61 Bank of $1. 4
added to the contribution.

Mr. Olis Bailey died January 29, 1931. Mrs. Shaneyfelt of Route 2
died in 1931.

Some new members were Miss Eva Lee Shaw of Rt. 2, baptized by
Robert Farrish on Aug. 14, 1931; Mrs. Mary Daniel of McGough Street
baptized by C. Wiggins 1930; Mrs. Lilléé&éasame by statement from
Mt. Carmel in May 1931; Lee Jean Ryan was baptized by Brother Farrish
Aug. 12, 1931; Miss Cordie Self of Stinson Street.

The Telfare Woodall family of Route 2. Telfare was baptized by
Brother Farrish on August 23, 1931 pkhsiel Woodall was baptized by
Brother Hill in 1912. Raymond and Trannie Ellen their children.

1932
In treasury 1 January 1932 $47.91
Average contribution per month 12.77
Low contribution on 27 November  1.25
High collection on 4 June 6.84
In treasury 31 December 1932 50.48

Expenses for entire year:

W.M. White 16 February $37.90
Brother Fanning June 35.00
Brother Hendon June 6.00
Gospel Advocate 4 January .95 Lesson Comm
March 5.16
4.08 Lit Incl 1 letter
September 4.08 Lit
December 9.20
Etowah Church of Christ1 October 5.00
December 5.00
Alabama Power Co  Jan thru Dec .80 per month
Corsbhies March 2.75
April .50 hanging door
Topainting fund May 7.50
Show Alter Co for book3une 8.62
June 1.75 black board
Mowing and cleaning September 1.41

October 1.00 stove pipe



On 19 June 1932, t he <c-fivedemtcti on i r
from Mr s. Woodal | f or book. 6 At t he

Books for church:
C.O. Spiegle 2books p&1.70

T.F. Pettitt 1 book .85
G.W. Williams 1 book .85
Mr. Pence 1 book .85
Mrs. Bailey 1 bak .85
Mr. Shaw 1 book .85
E. Bennett 1 book .85
Mrs. Gee 1 book .85
Old Mrs. Bailey 1 book .85

This special collection may have been to purchase song books.

We | ove the n dapicture G h siveaVilitby . Bail ey
wearing a bonnet came to mind.

The church received a 10% dividend in April of seventy cents and in
August of thidfyve cents.

A small disagreement occurred when Brother Hendon was paid to lead
the song service during the June gospel noeediriglt I9s services should
have been for free.



1933

In treasury 1 January 1933 $50.48
Average contribution per montr9.35
Low collection on 7 May 79*
High collection on 9 July 6.69
In treasury 31 December 1933 6.93

Expensdsr entire year:

Brother Fanning July $50.00

Brother Terry November 2.00

Brother Gaddis December 5.00

Etowah church Jan. & Feb. 5.00 each month
Ala Power Company Jan. thru Dec. .80 per month
Light bulbs Feb. & July .30 each month
Literature 16.63 entire year
Peoples Drug Co. May .50

Coal October 1.25

Tin for Flue October 3.00

For Christmas Tree  December 2.90

*The lowest collection recorded in the history of the church.

At the end of February 1933, there was $57.02 in the treasury. *On March 1
the bank closed! The banks paid 5% of the account to each holder. The
church received $2.85. The entry indicated $9.11 in codtidaviiogs

$11.96 in the treasury.

Miss Enyi Alexander of Moulton spent a few days visiting friends in
Hartselle during the week of 18 June 1933.

Mrs. Euclid (Dora) Johnson and little son, Charles, spent a few days
with her parents in Falkville.

Miss Mabel Freeman who is employed in Evdatpa®a, visited
her mother the weskd of June 13, 1933, andAfted Monroe (Pearl
Pettit) of Cullman spent this week with her father, John Pettit.

Marvin Pettit and his father, J.F. Pettit attended a State Cleaners
Convention held in Montgontexyveek of June 29, 1933.

Mrs. T.A. Bryant had her son, C.J. Bryant and his family from
Birmingham, as weekl guest the last of June. C.J. and family were one
their way to the Chicago World Fair.



B.G. Greenhaw of Decatur preached on 25 June €38d INf
payment was noted in our financial data, leading us to believe that men like
Greenhaw came from Grant Street Church.

The front page of the Thursday, June 29, 1933, Hartselle Enquirer
announced a revival atnatwoweelc hur ch.
series of services at the church of Christ on Rock Street, Sunday July 2
Services will be at 11:00 AM and 7:30 PM on first Lords Day, with
announcement of further services later. This meeting is in compliance with
plans made last yeamwRev. Fanning held a very successful meeting at this
church. Everyone is cordially i1 nvit

Following payment of $50.00 to Brother Fanning for this meeting, the
church was in debt $18.30. They did not have any money in thd treasury u
September when $4.03 was recorded.

Mrs. H.R. Speigel of Birmingham visited her Mother, Mrs. Kate B.
Morrison, over the wesid of August 10, 1933.

On August 31, 1933, Mr. and Mrs. C.B. Calloway and son Ben, spent
the day in Decatur with her sidts. Charlie Johnson.

Mary Edith Speigel left for Odenville, Ala., on Atjgasie3lime
her duties as teacher in the St. Clair County High School. Mr. and Mrs. C.O.
Speigel expected to motor Miss Speigel to Odenville.

Miss Emily AlexanderazrriMoulton returned to Hartselle in
September to resume her @stiseacher in the city school. Mr. and Mrs.
C.O. Speigel expected to motor Miss Speigel to Odenville.

Miss Emily Alexander of near Moulton returned to Hartselle in
September to resureeduties as a teacher in the city school. The
matriculation fees this year were $2.00 for those living in the school district
and $4.00 for those outside the district.

In October, Capt. Mahan was reported as resting at home. The
beloved 91 year Hlartselle resident was doing fine after an iliness of several
days.

On Decembef?3a special contribution was given of $1.11. We
believe this explains the December expenditure for a christmas tree. No
doubt the church helped some needy family.

Decenber 25, 1933, Rev. W.W. Gaddis of Courtland delivered the
oXmas Sermono6 at the Church of Chris
preaching at 7:00 PM, also. Every one was invited to these services.



The year of 1934, saw very little change in theT¢taurch
contribution each Sunday ranged froroneeénts to feiarty six. The
expenditures were for the-bacessities. J.H. Hill of Decatur preached
some during the year. He ran for tax collector in 1934.

A pension list published in Jatfi@tyrecorded Matt K. Mahan as
Class A and Kate B. Morrison as Class 1.

Mrs. Kate B. Morrison, beloved lady, died Tuesday morning, January
23, 1934. She was 76 years of age and had been ill for a year. She is survived
by five daughters and two $trss.Morrison had made her home in
Hartselle for a number of years ansiwnedd sorrow was felt over her
death. J.H. Chitwood condubtedervices held at her home and the final
service was held on Wednesday afternoon at the Mt. Hope chiurch of Chris
of which the deceased was a devout member. Internment was at the Mt.
Hope with Peck in charge.

Mother Bennett died thefIMarch. She was the mother of E.H.
Bennett. She died following a short illness of pneumonia.

In May of 1934, Minnie Lagd¢lle (our Minnie Lee Breeding)
broke her arm for the second time in two months. She felsBionat see
school in March, then fell again in May, breaking the same arm.

Marvin Pettit attended a Dry Cleaners Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio
in July 934.

Capt. M.K. Mahan celebrated Hisi@&day on Tuesday, June 12,
1934. It was election day, so he proceeded to town after his birthday dinner,
to cast his vote for his favorite candidate and then proceeded to have his
picture made.

Oneweekkatr , t he Hartselle Enquirer re
Mahan, one of the most beloved men in Morgan County, died at his home at
10:30 AM. Capt. Mahan had been in ill health for the past several years but
only seriously ill since Friday. Funeral senbedseldiat the home on
Friday Morning at 10:00. J.H. Hill of Decatur will conduct the services.

Survivors include one daughter, Miss Florence Mahan and four nieces.

oCapt. Mahan was a Confederate vet
during the War betwdled states. He was widely known and his passing is
the cause of sorrow and regret to nu



The verbiage used in obituaries was certainly different in the thirties.
It was common practice to hold the service in the home. Frierads would sit
night with the deceased. Drinking coffee, eating and talking with friends and
relatives was an expression of love and respect for the dead.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Euclid Johnson, a daughter, on Tuesday,
November 6, 1934.

Thecity school Honor RnINovember 1934, included Tom Andy
Bennetd 1%'grade; Arthur Be®d™" grade; Sara Ann Berdiétigrade and
Wilfred Bailedy Junior II.

The financial records ended in September 1934. We searched the
newspaper to learn something about the cmg¢hisiperiod of time.
Very little information was found.

1935

No mention of services regarding the church appeared in the news for
1935.

Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Dixon and daughters Adelle and Martha Ann of
El ba, Al a., visitedBryEhtaJulyR5 ¥O8n6s Mot

Jake Alexander, prominent Lawrence County citizen was a visitor in
Hartselle on August 6, 1935.

1936

C.O. (Red) Speigle suffered a broken hip in a fall on the snow and ice
on January 31, 1936.

Only one Ad was found in thepagyer for this year. On May 28,
1936, services were held all week at the Church of Christ. W.E. Monk,
traveling evangelist, preached every night. The public was cordially invited
by W.S. Best, Pastor.

The C.O. Speigle family moved to Odenville aAtabvéay of
1936.

1937

We found no ads or news regarding the church and its members for
this year.



1938
An Ad in the 9 June 1938 paper indicated Grady Whitaker as preacher
of the church.

The financial conditions had changed little in Septemben1938, w
the records started again. The group had $24.77 in the treasury. We believe
Grady Whitaker was preaching on a regular basis, receiving $10.00 per
month.

One item noted in the December 22, 1938 paper will be of interest to
some of o ur BemieeWahing sf Falkvile Meicasne the bride of
Homer Sherrill of Hartselle, Friday evenin§dh®é&éember, at a
ceremony performed by Lindsey Allen. Only intimate friends were present.
The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney \Wallknijeof She
was becomingly gowned in wine colored velvet with green and wine
accessories. The happy couple will be at home in Hartselle after the
Christmas holidays. 6

1939
In 1939, Brother Bennett recorded, on occasion, the attendance
record, as wels the collection. We selected two for inclusion here.

Second Sundajanuary 8, 1939

Sunday School met at 10 o0odclock cond

Scripture Lesson read Matt-26:13

Prayer by E.H. Bennett

Lesson Subjédteter Commended and Rebuked

Preaching by Bro. Whital&ubject: Foolishness of God for above the
Wisdonof man.

Total presedt65; weather fair and warm

Total collectior$5.78

Eight cents for curtains

Paid Bro. Whitake$10.00

Paid out for curtair®l.75

The monecollected for curtains appeared several times in the
records. We believe the curtains were used to divide the one large room into
four classrooms. They were hung by a cord that could be drawn open for
worship services and closed for Sunday School.



Fouth SundayJanuary 22, 1939

Sunday Schoodconmdectedby EH. Béhneti 6 c| oc k
Prayer by C.O. Speigle

Lesson Subjédteter Denies His Lord

Total presedt32

Total collectior4.47

Weathed rainy

Class #® 15 cents on curtai$4.33 fromi* Sunday

Total amount in Treas$84.54

By 1939 members included the Marvin Pettit family; D. Allen Baggett
(Allen was baptized by C.C. Nichols in 1938) and his wife Eva Lee Shaw; The
Ear | ElIl i ott family; thebagpzedhyy McCut
C.C. Nichols in October 1939 and her son Edward; and Grace Woodall
baptized by C.C. Nichols in October 1939.



THE FORTIES

Several times in 1940 and 1941, special collections were mentioned.
Individuals named were L. Slate, Bruce Adafmyaw.H. Sherrill, Miss
Alexander, Mrs. Cleare, Brother Pettit and the Woodalls.

L.B. Jones of Paint Rock, Alabama was conducting services on the 1
and 8 Sunday of each month.

The June 20, 1040, Hartselle Enquirer carried a front page
announcement

oORevival Wil |l Bd@pthen JolantMcOebky af c h o f
Parrish, Alabama will begin a series of meetings at the chiirahdn July 7
will continue thru the™.6 Bro. Jones wil/l be here

to begin the meeting aifidewmain to assist for a few days. Greet Hendon

of Decatur will conduct the song service. If you wish to hear the pure Gospel
preached in its fullness, meet with us, for an hour each week day at 10 AM
and at 8 o6clock each evening. 6

Brother John MeSky received $40.00 for this meeting. Brother
Herman Tillery, the song leader, received $17.00. A special collection was
again notéBrother Slate, Adams, Pettit, Sherrill, McCutcheon, Ryan, Miss
Alexander and Bro. McEdwin gave, no doubt, tothesz pavyp bills.

The older members of the church said that the first elders and deacons
were appointed by Brother McClesky in July 1940. Mrs. Pearle Monroe and
Miss Cordie Self told me that C.O. Speegle, W.L. McCutcheon and E.H.
Bennett were the menatanSome thought Brother Tom Pettit was an
elder; other said Bro. Bennett was the only one named. This, of course,
would have been unscriptural.

While searching the old newspapers, we feautid@nghich
named E.H. Bennett, C.O. Speegle, andlaZuicheaas elders.

The first deacons were A.T. Woodall and may be Tom Pettit. We
found no evidence to prove or disprove the appointment of the deacons or
elders.

In October 1940, for the first time, fifteen cents was spent for grape
juice.



An adn January 1941 newspaper, stated the Church of Christ had no
Pastor at Present; 10 AM Sunday School; 10:45 AM Communion of the
Lordds Supper; 2:30 PM Wednesday Lad
Mrs. C.O. Spiegel on Short Street.

We should mentittrat the Speegle name appeared on some records
as Speegle; on others as Spiegel. We have no idea which spelling is correct.

In February 1941, the ladies Bible Class met with Mrs. Marvin Pettit

on Hickory Street. T h eh el aBdiibel se , we rbeo t
Old and New Testament. The book was entirely interdenominational, had no
commendj ust Bi bl e references. OAnyone

women of the Bible, come to be vdth sl are wel come! 06

April 24, 1941, Mrs. Ediidi went to Glenmore, La., to live near
Mr. Elliott, who was in camp at Claiborne.

On May 22, 1941, Miss Nina Freeman was-t#madvgesdst of her
sister, Miss Mabel Freeman, in Nashville, Tenn.

The June 5, 1941 Hartselle Enquirer carriedaayéot@m
regarding the church:

0OChurch of Christ to Have New Past
engaged the services of Thomas Compton of Celumbegastor. He
will preach at 11 AM ed€hriti 2 Sunday. Brother Compton hopes to
bring his faily and locate permanently in Hartselle soon. At present he is
suffering with and infected eye and his physician advices him not to make the
change until the trouble is cleared up. He will RasdtBeSlindays
open. Any church desiring hiseseon these Sundays can confer with
C.O. Spiegle, E.H. Bennett and W.L. McCutcheon, Elders of the Church of
Christ, Hartselle, Al a.o©o

The year 1941 ended with $93.16 reported in the treasury. The
attendance record in December was recorded ad62umtéye 62 on
the 2Sunday and 67 on theuhday.

1942
The roodf the building was replaced in 1942. Barrett Roofing

Company was paid $107.90. A loan was made with the bank, with monthly
payments of $13.98.



The obituary for Mrs. Mary Aieet, age 74 years, was reported in
January 1942. She may have been the Alice Kent listed as a character
member.

Mrs. Etta Pence, age 73, died in March 1942. She was the Mother of
Mrs. T.E. Kyle, Mrs. Johnson, W.A. Pence and E. Floyd Penceewho was th
Mayor Hartselle at the time.

In December 1942, Master Sergeant Earl Elliott visited with his wife,
Trannie, and his Mother. Msgt. Elliot was on assignment in Alaska.

1943

Brother Bennettds records indicat e
in Octdrer at $62.50 per month. His note indicated Brother Roberson would
preach on the first and third Sundays of each month.

1944

On March 23, 1944, an invitation was issued to all to attend a singing.
00On Sunday after noon oaGhristwillddtheP M, t he
location of assembly for all those interested in singing Gospel songs. If you
enjoy singing of this type you are cordiallyddvite# . Roberson, Pa

In July Brother Underwood conducted a gospel meeting. The expense
accounincluded the payment of One Dollar f6Ghestian Church for
baptizing.

October 1944, was the last month that recorded a salary to Brother
Roberson, indicating that he moved that month.

Brother Frank Andrews came to Hartselle in Decenther of 194

We reported, at length, the record of contributions and expenditures.
We found many items of interest in the old records. They reflect the
economy of the church in the thirties and forties. We also learned the time
most gospel meetings werewlgdddid the preaching; and in many
instances the month and year members died.



THE MOVE TO SPARKMAN STREET

Old timers of the congregation gave Hollis Roberson the credit for the
idea of a new location and building for the congregation.

We found no colafe membership list for the forties. We know that
Mrs. Bruce (Inez) Adams wéagdthpy Frank Andrews April 9, 1945; Mrs.
Buron Nelson by Frank Andrews in 1945. Mrs. Kate Reeves was baptized by
Brother Smith in September 1941; Lee and Elizahd#teS1&44.

Other faithful members included the E.H. Walker family; J.M.
Dunaway family; the Freemans, Nelsons, Woodalls, Self, Alexanders,
Comptons, Pettits, Sherrills, Monroes, Bennetts and the E.O. Creel family.

The decision was made to sethasteunday contribution as a
building fund. Th&lunday, April 1944, $143.54 went into the fund. This
was the largest amount recorded, since the congregation began.

By March 1945, the fund had grown to $1008.44. In April E.H.
Walker was give®0$.00 from the fund to purchase a lot. The April entry
indicated an extra note:

$1008.44 building fund
154.3&dded
$1162.82
1150.0@aid on lot
12.82 balance paid in fund

We were told the owner of the property on Rodgers andoHigh Scho
Streets would not sell directly to the church. E.H. Walker purchased it and
then deeded the property to the church.

We are not sure of the dates, but E.H. Walker and Ernest Bennett
were the elders. Brother Walker was in the process of movimg to Aubu
Alabama. Realizing that Brother Bennett could not serve alone, Brother
Walker encouraged Brother Lee Slate to accept the responsibility of an Elder.
We believe that Hollis Roberson ordained Brother Slate as Elder before he
moved from Hartselle.



Onthe 21 day of April 1945, E.H. Walker deeded the property to
the church. Excerpts from the deed were copied from Book 443, Page 606,
Probate Office, Decatur, Ala:

OE. H. Wal ker to the Church of Chri
Bennett, J.M. DunawiyL. Slate, as Trustees or Elders of the Church of
Christ, Hartselle, Alabama, the receipt where of is hereby acknowledged, I,
E.H. Walker have this day bargained and sold and do by these present grant,
bargain, sell and convey to the said E.H. Béhrigtimaway and H.L.
Slate***for the sum of $2250.00***.

oThat part of | ot 70, according to t
Morgan County, Alabama, bounded as follows: Beginning at a stake 280 feet
South of the corner of Rodgers and Halls8ebt on the East side of

High School Street, and ***; thence Westerly 269.5 feet to the point of
beginning on High Street***.

o***That the congregation on worship
property tracts, or parcels of land herein destaibedall work and

worship adhere and conform strictly to New Testament pattern, rejecting and
opposing all invention, doctrines, associations, etc., fairs, shows, suppers,

etc., for the purpose of raising money, or games or instruments of music

(neiher used or housed) in the worgignaryspeculative, and division

teaching or things not clearly revealed and that none of these things or other
things like unto them shall be used or taught on or about said premises.

0 * * ¥daydflApriAD. 4% s/ E. H. Wal ker; s/ Ver a

Once a request was made to move a piano into the building for use at a
wedding. The requeas denied. The instrument would have been
Ohousedd in thedbhusdvingl ati hgaBtobh
staterant in the deed.

The deed indicated $2250.00 as the purchase price. We know
$1150.00 came from the building fund. We were told the balance came from
individual loans from one or more members of the church.

The building fund was used to repay sHeolmat945 until 1947.
A portion was placed back into the building fund by some of the members.



The building was constructed, not by one contractor, but several
individuals. The expenses were paid weekly. Several times during the
construction, it wascessary to borrow additional money. Some loans were
from members of the church, some from the bank.

Rumors were that lee Slate wore a path up the hill from Stone Lumber
Company, his place of employment, making several trips per day checking the
work.

The building was completed in November 1947. The picture was
taken with my camera some ten or twelve years
later.

Church of Christ
November 194/August 1960

Recently, Brother J.M. Dunaway told me that he was ndtappointe
Elder until after the move to the new building. He could not recall the year
he was ordained. The three men standing near the tree are identified as J.M.
Dunaway, by the child, Brother Bennett with his back to the camera; we are
not positive but lesle the gentleman to the left is Brother Lee Slate. They
may be holding and elders meeting. It was a custom, in the forties and fifties,

f or men t o wear hat s. I recal l t hat

favorite.



The following article epped in the Hartselle Enquirer dated
Thursday, November 13, 1947:

HARTSELLE CHURCH OF CHRIST
DEDICATES NEW BUILDING

The Church of Christ had its beginning in Hartselle i July 192
Some of the pioneer preachers were John T. Lewis, J.Petty.Ekzelle and
Pullias. In 1921, a lot on the corner of Hammett and Rock Street was
purchasdcbm Marion Clements, and a frame building was erected there.

There were 17 charter mend®rsther Oscar Norton was the first
preacher.

The church continued to netbiat location until the present time.
J. Hollis Roberson and Frank Andrews are among those who have labored
with the congregation recently. The membership has grown to approximately
100.

On November .@ahe new brick building located on Higit Scho
Street will be dedicated to the service of the church. There will be three
services that day, with dinner on the ground at the noon hour.

Following the dedication will be a lecture week conducted by some of
the leading preachers of this areaeddiem who will take part in the
lecture program and their subjects follow:

Sunday -2:30 PMO.S.Lanhad A Gl ori ous Chur cho
Sunday -7:00 PMWR.L. Andrewd0 Chr i st and the Churcl
Monday - 7:30 PM J. Hollis Robinsd® The ®&Mf sshenChur cho
Tuesday - 7:30 PM E. Pattodo Chur ch Member ship and

Responsibilityo
Wednesda&y,7:30 PMd Charles Chumi@p The Purity of t
Thursday- 7:30 PM T.A. Thompsaho Chur ch Gover nmen
Friday -7:30 PMdR.D. UnderwoaodTopic to be announced.

he C
t O

The public is cordially invited to attend any of these services. Come
and worship with us.

The year 1921 is in edrdbrshould have been 1920.



The following ad appeared in the same paper:

Churclof Christ

Announces the Opening of New Church Building

Sunday Novembef, 830 PM
O.S. Lanham, Speaker
Everyone Invited

Frank Andrews

(Minister)

Once again, Ilwanttoincljpl@aye fr om Br ot her Benn

19476 Nov- 1°'Sun offering applied to Bldg fund (no amount shown)

2YSun offering $73.89

39 Sun offering in new church applied to bldg fund (again no

amount was 19

4" Sun offering 97.45
5" Sun offering 79.93
5" Sun for Mt. Dora Orphan home by Miss Mabel Freeman
$5.00
Total in treasury $444.17
Paid Bro. Andrews $225.00
City for Water and lights 6.44
Bible School Book Store 63.47

Bible School Book Store for Song books  97.50
3L ordés Day PM Br ot h5d0

3L ordés Day EveninglOBo o.

Monday Eve"Bro. J.H. Roberson 10.00
Tuesday Eve"Hro. M.E. Patton 10.00
Wednesday Evé B8. Charles Chrumley  10.00
Thursday Evé"®ro. T.A. Thompson 10.00
Friday Eve 2Bro. R.D. Underwood 10.00
Brother Herman Tillery 30.00
Flowers for Bro. W.E. Ryan 5.00
House Cleaning 5.00

$507.41

Amount in treasury end of mdntimus $63.24

Lanham
L.

R.

Andr ew

No funds were shown in the general fund until February 1948, with

$47.86 reported at that time.



Broter Frank Andrews and family must have lived in an apartment
until the building was completed. In February the expenses included $25.00
to Brother Andrews for oOapartment. o

We were told that scrap lumber, etc., from the church building was
usedincongtc t i on of the first ministeros
was located to the north of the church, but further east than the present
mi ni stero6s home.

MI NI STEROS HOME
19481958



The property on Hammett aro#k Rtreet was sold in February 1948.
The deed is recorded in Vol 272, Page 365, Probate Office, Morgan County
Courthouse.

The deed indicated that E.H. Walker and E.H. Bennett as trustees of
the Church of Christ sold the property to B.F. Nether( 100 .$%50as
signed thé'day of Feb A.D. 1948.

Il n May of 1948, a notice was pl ace
dued Brett Butane for balance on gas of $110.97; Stone L&5®hO&BCo
Paul S. Earwood for shrubl$r97.97Bill Smith fam work of
approximately $370.00. Total§iue 3 7. 8 2 . Let 6s be mor e
giving and make our offering more that we tinayepbijisff as soon as
possible. o

A footnote to the July 1948 financial report, noted the second appeal
regardinghurch indebtedness:

OChurch debt n odtappioximately$16,66@00.any i nt
Letds increase our offerings each Su
as fast as possible.

Frank Andrews moved in 1948. In October of the sarhe year, A.
Butler was hired to work with the congregation. He also preached in the
afternoons for the Falkville church.

One ad copied from the Hartselle Enquirer presents a good picture of
the effort of the church and Brother Butler to teach the g@spal in this

Hartselle Church of Christ
40 High School Street
A.L. Butler, Minister
Schedule of Activities

Sun Jan 30, 1949

8:15 AMB Radio SermérwMSL
9:00 AMB Services at T.B. Sanitorium
10:00 AM) Bible Study
11:00 AM) Preaching and Comiou
2:00 AMDB Bible Study at Falkville
3:00 AMB Preaching and Communion at Falkville
6:00 PM) Young Peoples Bible Study
7:00 PMd Evening Services
A radio sermon will be presented daily throu§rafFeil.56AM
over Station WMSA.cordial welcome is extended to all.



Arthur L. Butlel

The members of the early church managed to survive the twenties and
thirtiesd doing little in the field of mission or benevolent work. The church
of the forties faced the gaoiems. The membership had grown, the
economy was improved, but little money was in the treasury after the
monthly bills were paid.

The financial records recorded less than $400.00 in mission work
$54.00 for radio broadcast; $21.20 for a tent imnéletifgack
community; aid to the Falkville and Flint congregations totaled $175.00 and
specified benevolent work totaled $135.00. One would quickly assume this
was for one year. Not so! These figures are expenditures in the area specified
for 1940 tlough 1949!



THE FIFTIES
A.L Butler moved from Hartselle in August 1950.

Some faded bulletins for the 19500¢
collections and a few interesting news items.

The bulletins were namedoThe Medi't
November 12, 1950. Carolyn Johnson (daughter of Brother and Sister Euclid
Johnson) wrote the article. The attendance record was 148 for Morning
Worship; 85 for the evening worship; with Wednesday evening attendance of
43. Contribution for last Sun@a$4.91

December 23, 1950: The article on music in the worship was written
by Doris Compton (daughter of Pearle Compton). News items included were
Miss Cordie Self and Mrs. Freeman were sick. The father of Miss Horton and
the father of Mrs. Benneite sick. Attendance: Sunday Morning 94,
Sunday Evening 69; Wed Night 42. Contribution last Sunday $92.34.

An article on Helping the Needy, written by Earl Elliott appeared in
the FebruaBb, 1951 bulletin. On March 12, A.L. Butler would begin a
gaspel meeting at the Falkville church of Christ. Sister E. Simpson was home
from the hospital. The ladies class met in the home of Sis Dora Johnson on
Friday night. The c¢cl ass was studyin
Testament Lessons, Vd@rb and Sister Allen Baggett left last week for
California to make their home.

An undated bulletin had an article on Baptism written by Edward
Monroe and one on Confession written by Telete Compton.

The April 29, 1951 bulletin stated that BratHeoX/was very ill;
Sister Swafford was confined to her home with chicken pox and sympathy was
extended to the J.C. Johnsons in the recent loss of their son.

The congregation was without a regular minister until March 1951,
when they hired George Maralsahgle man.

The May 27, 1951 bulletin had the
has brought a bride to town today. We congratulate him upon this new
success. Let us also congratulate Sister Marshall (her name is Elizabeth, if you
h a v e n 6 beforle)e We vdsh fortyou both a long, happy life together
with every blessing that goes with a



Brother and Sister Marshall. Picture was taken a few weeks following their
marriage.

Brother Marshall remainddartselle until June 1952. In August
1952, Brother W.O. Norton returned to Hartselle. This time as a full time
minister earning $75.00 a @weettefinite improvement from the twenties!

The bulletin in September indicated 160 at the morning worship.

Brother Norton, the Editor included
every worship. If members keep up their efforts to increase attendance, we
will grow more and more. o

One note appeared in the May 27, 1951 bulletin that was very
interestig : 0One of the stairways to the
some time. In case you were wondering why, the lower steps had to be
removed to seal off the water leaks that have been letting water into the

basement. The stairway should be backénruge s oo n 6. 't see

been plagued with leaks lo these many years!



In April 1953, for the third time, the balance in the general fund
indicated a minus $4.58. Again in 1954, the congregation had no money in
the general fund. In June 1954cibrels indicated twesityht cents.

Brother Norton moved from Hartselle in July 1954.

In August of that year, George Marshall was hired again as the
minister. The time he stayed for thred yesiag in May 1957.

The only records we founddofiduals that Brother Marshall
baptized were: Mrs. E.O. (Louise) Creel (date unknown); Carol Creel on
May 5, 1957, and Lista Martin on 4 Sept 1956.

Some of the memb
of the chur
We could not identify any
one. Notice that both me [
and women wore hats. V g
appreciate Bro and Sistel “3\
Marshatfbr providing this &
picture and others for the
book

-
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During these years, the main emphasis was reducing the church
indebtedness. Westiche mission warkent funds to Auburn for special
school work; gave to Childhaven; supported the African Mission work; held
gospel meetings; had a radio program; gave to the Greensboro building fund
and aided tornado victims. Many times little nsoney waf t i n t he ot

Attendance for Sunday School averaged 125 to 130 in 1957. Our
morning worship averaged 150 to 175 and the evening service 75 to 80. The
contribution averaged $175 to $190.00 per Sunday.



Bibles for Storm VictidrRictured above are

three officials of the Hartselle Church of Christ,
examining one of the 32 Bibles which the church
IS presenting to tornado families. Left to right
are L.T. Wagnon, H.L. Slate and E.H. Bennett.

CHURCH OF CHRIST REPLACES LOST BIEZEBIBNADO
FAMILIES

Into the mails the last of this week will go 32 small packages, addressed
to that many families of Morgan County who were the worst hit by the
tornado March 22. The packages will be all alike, each containing a Bible, a
gift from ta Church of Christ in Hartselle.
oWe wanted to do something to helg
L. T. Wagnon, one of the deacons of t
checked with the Red Cross, and with the families themselves, and found that
allthe necessities of these unfortunate people were being provided for,
principally by the Red Cross. Then we hit on the idea of giving Bibles, to
every family which had all its household belongings destroyed. We thought
that possibly the lost Bible imheame might be a long time in being
replaced. Might in some cases be neglected for years. So we got the names
from the Red Cross, ordered the Bi bl
Theydore nice Bibles, too, publ i she
boundand gilt edge. With each Bible is going a letter from the church,
explaining the motive of the gift and the good wishes of the church members.



Church of Christ officials who took the lead in the project are: Elders,
E.H. Bennett, H.L. Slate, J.FyKafild J.M. Dunnaway; Deacons, L.T.
Wagnon and A.T. Woodall; and the minister, Bro George Marshall.

The families to whom the bibles are being sent are as follows: Mr. and
Mrs. J.T. Kirby, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fitzgerald, Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Lemmond, Mr. anddMS.D. Stevens, Mr. B.K. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs.
M.C. Sharp, Mr. and Mrs. C.F. England, Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Burns, Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Wigginton, Mr. and Mrs. Billo Wiley, Mrs. Sally Dutton, Mr.
and Mrs. Houston Berber,

Mr. and Mrs. V.E. Nelson, Mr. ared 8lt. Lemmond, Mr. and
Mrs. P.C. Brooks, Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Legg, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Hann, Mr.
and Mr£.W. Perry, Mr. Leon Owens, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Simms, Mr. and
Mrs. Dolph Burns, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Burl Fortenberry,
Mr. and Mrs. Bhnard Fortenberry, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hogan, Mr. and
Mrs. L.H. Ward.

Colored Mr. and Mrs. Delpheen Wilhite, Mr. and Mrs. Clifton
Draper, Mr. and Mrs. Sol Middleton, Mrs. Versie Middleton, Mrs. Anna
Lightfoot, and Mr. and Mrs. Byrd Wilhite.

(The aboweas copied from a newspaper article. The year is unknown;
however, it was during the time Bro Marshall was in Hartselle from 1954 to
1957.)

We do not know the dates of each appointment, but a bulletin dated
31 March 1957, listed the elders and dsacons

Elders: E.H. Bennett Deacons: E.O. Creel
J.M. Dunnaway K.L. Swafford
J.F. Kelly A.T. Woodall
L.T. Wagnon

In June 1957, Brother Roy Fudge was hired as the minister. He
remained with was until August \¥%8otes included the baptism of
Rosemary and Rebecca Kirk in July 1957.

In June 1958, the Elders borrowed $18,001.01 from Mutual Savings.
An outstanding loan of $540.59 (including interest) was paid off. The balance
of the new loan was usedtoaonnstrua new mi ni ster ds hou
was paid approximately $14,275.00 to constructbieeltbome brick
house. The house was completed in September 1958.



MINISTERS HOME
19583 Present Date

In the early part &5B, additional land was purchased for use as a
parking lot.

The Charles B. Stidham family, wife Ruth, four children Dianne,
Brenda, Alan and Danny, moved into the newly built house in September
1958.




The membership was growing, adtidiassroom space was needed
so the Elders made a decision to remodel the present structure.

On the 8 Sunday in December 1959, the members were asked to
contribute or pledge what they could afford toward a new building program.
The members indicdkesir support by contribution some $1158.00. This
was the largest in pledges or contributions in the history of the church.

We do not have a complete record of conversions during 1959 through
1961, but several names were recorded in bulletinotitenotitsr.

Mrs. M.T. Wilkinson; Euclid and Dora Johnson in June 1959; Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Newcomb; Mildred Mathews; Mrs. Leonard (Gay) Burns; Mrs.
J.J. Burgess and son Rodney Aug 1961; Mrs. Brewer in June 1962; Bobby
Cocke, Ollie Merle Hartsellanbe Stidham, Charles Smith, Dale Hensley;
Mrs. Stella Hodges June 1959; Larry Abercrombie, Herman Myers; Mr. Oran
Lambert, Aug 1961, Brenda Pettit; Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Nicholson Dec
1959; Jimmy Rotedune 1959 and Gary Rollins.

Each weekthebulletae port ed names such as ow
obedience of our friends Sister Huskey aNitlsseiriVe commend
Carl Johnson and Robert Bl anton for

THE SIXTIES

In March 1960, further effort was made to teach the black community.
David Shows from Indianapolis, Indiana, was hired to conduct a gospel
meeting. A tent was erected in the black community. Shows was paid %625,
to include a song leader, for the4oagtimeeting. Many from our
congregation attended the tent meetimg ofSmur men lead prayers.

David Shows was knowledgeable in the Bible, a good speaker. He had a
unique way of getting his message across!

An old café in the black community was purchased for $1,000.00. The
building was renovated into a meetingMensa.the neighborhood were
hired to do the work. Brother E.O. Creel recalled that one old gentleman
repeatedly admoni shed omake it churc

When the building was completed, a minister was hired. Our
congregation have him $00® month, the balance came from their weekly



collection. E.O. Creel taught a Wednesday evening class for the small group
for several months.

Our building fund was growiall contributions over $300.00 each
Sunday, was placed into the buildin@fuddly 1960 some $15,000.00
was in the fund.

Additional money was borrowed from Mutual Savings and the contract
let to J.L. Kyle. When the construction was completed, three additional class
rooms, a nursery, two bathrooms, a study for the meirm6tadditional
seats in the auditorium had been added. The front also had a new look. The
old steps were removed; a stain glass window thstllelding now had
a modern appearance. We do not know

CHURCH OF CHRIST
August 19a69September 1972



We believe the following membership list was published in 1959 or
1960:

Directory
Of The
Church of Christ
Hartselle, Alabama

Preacher
Charles B, Stidham =~ = - = SP 3-9929

Elders

Bennett, E, H, =~ - = = - - SP 3=7307
Creel, E, O, =« = « = « = SP 3-7278
Slate, H. L, = = = = = = = SP 3-4111

Deacons
NeSmith, Jimmy H, - - - - - SP 3-4002
Nicholson, Grady = = « - - - SP 3-9125
Stidham, B, R = = = = = - SP 3-9284
Warren, J, B, = =« « < - SP 3-7005
Woodall, A, T,

Membership

Abercrombie, A, T,

121 Haig St  (phone numbers
Mrs. A. T. (Ileene), Larry

omitted from
this list)

Adams, Bruce
Mrs Bruce

Adams, June W

Alexander, Emily
Jake

Atkins, Mrs J. W. (Hesta)
Battles, Mrs Clara
Bean, David Arthur
Mrs David A. (Dean),
Betsey, Davey
Beene, Charles H

Mrs Charles H, (Mildred)
Brant, Beth

407 McGough St

407 McGough St
412 Short St

407 Barclay St
1141 W, Main St
613 High St

504 Cedar St



Bennett, Berval
Berval Wayne, Trannie Louise

Bennett, E. H,
Mrs E. H. (Mabel), Carolyn Ann

Blanton, Robert

Blizzard, W, F., Mrs

Boger, Elmer J.

Bolling, George

Breeding, Theron L
Mrs Theron (Minnie Lee), Cathy,
Stevie, Libby

Brown, Thomas M
Mrs Thomas M. (Janet), Belinda,
Carlia, Thomas

Brown, Mrs James

Brown, Richard
Mrs Richard (Ruth)

Burns, Leonard
Mrs Leonard (Gay), Myra Ann

Callaway, Ben
Mrs Ben(Nadine), Alicia Ann,
Nancy, John Paul

Camp, Mrs Ollie (Faye)
Carol

Campbell, Walter H
Mrs Walter H (Louise)

Clardy, Bobby D,
Mrs Bobby D (Mary Frances)
Michael

Clemons, Thomas
Ferrell

Clemons, Mrs J. H.
Judy

171 Bethel Road
167 Bethel St

Rt 1, Hartselle
316 Sparkman St
2219 Cleveland
124 Prospect Drive
121 Crestline Drive

224 Patain St
1009 N. Bowery
Rt 4, Hartselle

517 Curry St

512 Cedar St

300 Pearl St
903 Frost St

112 Douglas St

Rt 3, Hartselle

East Pike



Cocke, Mrs Eugene (Faye)
Mary A., Bobby

Compton, Mrs Roberta
Compton, Mrs Pearle
Creel, E. O,
Mrs E. O, (Louise), Douglas,

Carol, Martha

Crutchfield, Mrs Della
Marie

Daniel, Mrs Mary

Davis, Jimmie
Mrs Jimmie (Mattie Lee)

Elliot, Earl W
Mrs Earl (Trannie), Janice,
Judy

Fowler, Mrs Zona

Freeman, Mabel
Nyna

Garner, Mrs Eugene (Wilda)
Larry, Kenneth

Garner, Hollis E
Paula, Greg

Gibson, Telete
Cathy

Gray, Euel D

Hall, Preston
Mrs Preston

Hargett, Bobby

Hartselle, Mrs G. D.
Ollie Merle

Haynes, Mrs Vina

1558 W, Main St

123 Bethel Road
507 S. Hammett
Bee Line Hwy., Nort

318 Simpson St

405 McGough St

Bee Line Hwy.,North

727 W, Main St

307 Sparkman St

707 High St

Rt 3, Hartselle

507 N, Corsbie St

307 Hammett St

Hwy 31 South
212 N, College St

Rt 1, Hartselle

149 Bethel Road

Rt 2, Hartselle



Proctor, E, L.

Pugh, William L
Mrs William L. (Eda Mae)

Reeves, Mrs Grace

Roberts, Jimmy
Mrs Jimmy (Valerie), Cindy

Rooks, J. L.

Rose, Mrs Dona Woods
Ryan, W. H. (Bill)
Self, Cordie

Sherrill, Homer
Mrs Homer (Bernice), Becky

Simpson, Damon
Mrs Damon (Martha Gail)

Simpson, Mrs Olive

Simpson, Mrs C. A. (Ruby)
Mike

Slate, Billy R
Mrs Billy (Martha)

Slate, W. L.

Slate, H, L.
Mrs Hs L.

Speegle, James E

Stidham, B, R,
Mrs B. R.

Stidham, Charles B

Mrs Charles B. (Ruth), Dianne,

Brenda, Alan, Danny

Strickland, Ronnie

810 Mynatt St

Rt 1, Hartselle

Rt 4 (East Pike)

Rt 4 (East Pike)

605 Pattillo St
Rt 3, Hartselle
302 Stinson St

510 E. Rock St

Rt 1, Hartselle

Rt 1, Hartselle

510 Hickory St

713 N. Sparkman

Rt 4, Hartselle

713 N, Sparkman

Rt 3, Hartselle
LOO S. Sparkman

318 Sparkman St

Box 745



Swafford, Kenneth L. 500 Sparkman St
Mrs Kenneth L (Sybil), Celia,

Mark, Beth
Tapscott, Berta M 315 Sparkman St
Teague, Gene 403 Nelson St

Mrs Gene (Ruth), Gregory, Gale

Tedford, Oscar New Cut Road
Mrs Oscar (Myrtice)

Thompson, Mrs Edward Rt 3, Hartselle
(Mary Liddie)

Warren, J. B. 1139 W, Main St
Mrs J. B., Kathy, John, Nancy

Wilkinson, W, T. Jr 305 Simpson St
Mrs W, T., Steve, Carrie

Woodall, A. T. 723 W, Main St
Mrs A. T. (Johnnie)

Woodall, Grace 1218 W. Main St
Josephine, Mary Nell, Dorothy

Woodall, Estelle Rock Street

In August 1961, a tent was erected on a lost west of the Housing
Project. A teday to twaveek gospel meeting was held, | believe, by
Charles Stidham. Several individuals were convettedirdaatigg.

In 1962, the bulletins recorded the conversion of several individuals.
June 24, we wel come Sister Brewer
wel come Brother Clarence Harri son
thankful that J.W. Atkins obeysdHd in baptism early Thursday
Morning.

The Charles Stidham family moved in July 1962. John Faught was
hired as the minister in August, 1962.



We said farewell to the Stidhams with a reception held in the home of
Mr. and Mrs. John Reed. The honecee®d a complete service for eight
in china and crystal, a silver tray, a Lazy Susan and otfhersggise<Co
for the affair were Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Ben Calloway and Miss Lista Martin.
Mrs. Lillian Martin registered the guests and Misses Rebsecwmpand
Kirk and Mrs. Jimmy Roberts displayed the gifts. Some 120 guests called
during the
evening.




THE FAUGHTS
John, Nancy and
Daughters

August 12, 1962 bull&mWe want t o t askim t hi s me
our appreciation for the opportunity of working with you fine people. The
more people we come in contact with the more pleased we are that we
decided to work here. We are sure we can all work together and by so doing
further the cause of Christly ®y our working together can we accomplish
this. By our working together as a body in unity there can be no end to our
success. As the Psalmist has said,
brethren to dwell t ogelivéteatwei n uni tyo
might continue in the pleasantness of unity. We are looking forward to a long
and happy | abor with the church here

The Faughts

In January 1963, the church was still paying the debt to Mutual
Savings. Mission work included $@%&§ Mission; Falkville Church
$50.00; Col. Minister $100.00. $35.62 was listed as charity, and Childhaven
$50.00.



Hartselle Churel of Christ

320 So. Sparkman Street
FHartielle Alabama
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1963
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

The church putlished the first pictorial directory in early
1963.



MINISTER

ELDERS

!

S P

B. R. Stidham E. H. Bennett
H. L. Slate

John R. Faught

DEACONS

A.T, Woodall Jimmy Nesmith Grady Nicholson, Walter Campbel
J. S, Martin J. B. Warren



CHURCH FAMILIES

{

MR, & MRS. B. ADAMS MRS, C. BATTLES

MR. & MRS. G. BREWER J. BROWN FAMILY T. BROWN FAMILY MRS, J. BURGESS & SON

MRS, FAYE CAMP . CAMPBE CHAPMAN FAMILY CLEMONS FAMILY
and DAUGHTER L

B. CALLAWAY FAMILY

MRS, R. COMPTON T. COMPTON FAMILY MR. & MRS, J, DAVIS ELLIOTT FAMILY

THE FAUGHT'S MRS, Z, FOWLER E. GARNER FAMILY MRS, T, GIBSON B. HARGETT FAMILY
and DAUGHTER



THE HARRISON'S HAYS FAMILY THE HENSLEY'S HOWARD FAMILY HUSKEY FAMILY MR. & MRS, J, JOHNSON

MR. & MRS, S. JOHNSON KELSO FAMILY MRS, E. KINGSLEY MR, & MRS, O, LAMBERT L. LAWRENCE

THE MONROE'S H, MYERS FAMILY B. NELSON FAMILY THE NESMITH'S

M. NEWCOMB FAMILY GARVICE THE PARKER'S MRS, E, PENCE MR. & MRS, D. PETTIT

NICHOLSON'S

M&p& MRS, MR. T. POWELL & SON MR. D. PROCTOR & SON MR. & MRS, W, PUGH J. REED FAMILY ROBERTS FAMILY
M. PETTIT






